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act, composed of twenty of the best men that could be found, one of them being Atius Balbus, the husband of Caesar's only sister, and grandfather of a little child now three years old, who was known afterwards to the woild as Augustus Cicero was offeied a place, but declined The land question having been disposed of, Caesar then proceeded with the remaining measures by which his consulship was immortalized He had redeemed his promise to Pompey by pioviding for his soldiers He gratified Ciassus by giving the desired relief to the farmers of the taxes He confirmed Pompey's arrangements for the government of Asia, which the Senate had left in suspense The Senate was now itself suspended The consul acted directly with the assembly, without obsti uction, and without lemonstiance, Bibulus only from time to time sending out monotonous admonitions fiom within doors that the season was consecrated, and that Cse-sar's acts had no validity Still more remarkably, *md as the distinguishing feature of his teirn of office, Caasar earned, with the help of the people, the body of admirable laws which are known to jurists as the " Leges Julise," and mark an epoch m Roman histoiy They were laws as unwelcome to the anstocracy as they weie essential to the continued existence of the Roman State, laws which had been talked of in the Senate, but which could never pass thiough the preliminary stage of resolutions, and were now enacted over the Senate's head by the will of Csesar and the sovereign powei of the nation A mere outline can alone be attempted heie Theie was a law declaring the inviolability of the peisons of magistrates duung their teim of authority, reflecting back on the mur-dei of Satin ninus, and touching by implication the